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Member of Parliament^ ^r. 
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SIR, 

V 

HE Frknddiip with which you 
honour me, and the ardent 
Zeal you have always exerted 
in the Caufe of Liberty, in 
oppoiition to Prieftcraft and 
Superftition, have determined me to lay be« 
fore you my impartial Thoughts upon a Sab« 
jed which has more than once been ilarted 
in the courfe of our Converfation. How 
often have I heard you wifh that the abfurd 
Reftraints that are made uie of by gunning 
and dcfigning Men to limit. the freedom of 
our A<aions> as well as our Faith and Judg- 
ment in religious Matters, were entirely re- 
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mov'd J that all our Creeds^ Articles of Paith^ 
moral Precepts^ and religkus InJiitutionSy 
were fairly and impartially examined by Men 
of free and unprejudiced Underftandings, 
and we were reftor'd to that unbounded Li- 
berty of adting as well as thinking, which 
Nature, Rcafon, and common Senfe, aflure 
«s to be the undoubted Birthright and na- 
tural Pi ivilege of all Free Agents I 

THIS Liberty of thinking and judging 
in oppofition to ^7// C R e e d s and Creed- 
makers^ has been fo fuccefsfuUy pra£tifed 
and defended of late Years, that I think it 
is now become almbft an univerfal Princi- 
pie, that every Man's natural Reafon and 
good Senfe is and ought to be the fole Rule, 
Meafure and Standard of his Faith, becaufe 
no Man can reafonably be fuppofed to be- 
lieve what he docs not underftand ; fo that 
by neceffary confequence he that has but 
little Knowledge can have but little Faith^ 
and he that underftands nothing* at all, can 
believe nothing at all. • 

SO far is right, but not'fufficients this is 
leaving off in the middle, and doing a good 

thing 
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thing but by halves : if we are only at li- 
berty to think, and not to adt, our Liberty is 
incomplcat, we are ftill in a degree of Bondage. 
That our Will is abfolutely free, is agreed on 
all hands, but to what purpofe ? What arc 
we the better for that Freedom ? If whilft 
we are allowed the Liberty of Thought and 
Will, we are ftill debarred the Liberty of 
Adtion ? If the fober Dictates of Naturet 
Reafon, and good Senfe, are fufficient to re- 
gulate our Thoughts^ why not our Anions 

too ? ' 

« 

THIS then is the Point I am endea- 
vouring to clear ; and to (hew. that the 
latter is quite as reafonable, if not more fo, 
than the former. In order to fet this matter 
in the trueft Light, I fhall not meddle with 
thofe genieral Principles which have been fo 
admirably ftated and defended by the late 
Dr. Tttidal, Dr. M — ^d — -/fc, and other in- 
genious Writers, as being of fo abftrafted 
and delicate a Nature, that they require 
more Genius and Application to apprehend 
and purfuc them through their natural Con- 
fequences than can be expefted from com- 
mon Readers, My Bufincfs (hall be to en- 
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ttr into a more particular Examination p£ 
that Jummary Rule of our moral and rcligi-^ • 
ous Conduct, commonly called T'be Ten Com-- 
mandments ; which in their moft extended 
Scnfe are generally fuppofed to be of moral 
(nay feme fay of natural) Obligation to all 
Chriftian People, even in reformed Proteftant 
Countries ; which is a Point that well dc^ 
ferves cur attentive Confideration* 

THAT thefe Commandments were ori- 
ginally given to the Jews, is beyond all dif^ 
putc, and as their great Lawgiver himfelf 
declared, and their whole Hiftory confirms, 
that they were zjiiffhecked^ perverje Genera^ 
tion i lb it is more than probable that the& 
Commandments were folely intended to cor- 
red; the Mifunderftandings, reflrain the ^x^ 
cefTes, and regulate the Con4ud of that^t^^- 
born^ wrong-beaded People^ who had not 
Reafon, nor Learnings nor Politenefs enough 
to regulate their own moral Behaviour y but 
are no more binding tri a fenfibky learned^ 
jnft^ righteous, polite, free-thinking People^ 
than the Laws concerning Circumcifion and 
Sacrifices. And as the happy Inhabitants of 
thefe reformed Nations have long ago got 

rid 
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rid of all the fuperftitious Impofitiona of 
Chriftian Prieftcrafta it is a Shame and Ror 
proach to them to be ftill in bondage to 
Jewifh Ordinances, elpecially if it can be 
tjOizd^ appear that they are ah intolerable Im-- 
pofition upon a free People, without having 
the leaft moral or natural Aptitude to prp** 
mote the Welfare of Civil Society, and tht 
temporal Good and Benefit of Mankind, 
which are now generally acknowledged to 
be the great End and Foundation of all civil, 
moral v^ religious Inftitution« 

THE firft of thefe Commandoieots (I 
prefiime my Readers can remember it, with^ 
(mt having it repeated) is an arbitrary Impo- 
fition upon the Reajm and Liberty of Man* 
kind. Every Man's Belief and Prai^ice he^ 
ce^lrily follows the kind and degree of Evi«- 
denoe he has for either; now if aJVIan fees 
no more Evidence for one, than he does for 
five hundred, it is quUe indifferent to him 
whether he have five hundred, or one, or 
none at all* 

TH E^^W, depending on thtjirjiy is but 
an Abfurdity improved j and if the firft be 



a mccr matter of ludiflcrehce, the fecond 
muft be much more fOy and by confequcnce 
impertinent and unneceilary. 

THE ThirJ^ however vulgarly mifimder- 
ftood, is capable of a rational and ufefiil 
Meaning. It is generally fuppofed to forbid 
ufing the Divine Name without a fuperftitious 
Reverence, fuch as the Jews are known to pay 
to the letragrammaton, which plainly fhews 
that this Prohibition was intended principally 
if not entirely for them, which to us Chri* 
ftians appears highly abfurd and unreafonable. 
For it is a certain and infallible Rule laid 
down by the celebrated Author of the plain 
Account f>f the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup^ 
per *, 7hat no other Meaning or Interpret a^ 
tion is to Be put upon the W^rds of Scripture ^ 
but what is agreeable to the common Rules qf 
fpeaking upon the like Oceafons. Now; let 
any Man that underftands the Propriety of 
\}[ie^EngliJh Language judge what is the plaih 
and obvious Senfe of (aying or doing any 
thing in vain ; it can only mean the doing 
a thing to no purpofe or to no advantage. 
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Thus, we fay, when a Man talks a whole 
Hour by the Clock,, and makes nothing of 
it, and gets nothing by it, that he ftretches 
his Lungs and fpends his Breath in vain. 
If a Man were to take a long Voyage, 
and return without any Gain or Advan- 
tage to himfelf, he may be juftly faid to 
have travelled fo far, and laboured fo much 
sn vain. This is too plain to need any fur- 
ther Proof or Explanation, and gives us a 
rational apd ufcful Senfe of this Command- 
ment, /V e. that we fhould never majce ufe 
of that Holy Name^ but to anfwer fopiePur- 
pofe, to ferve fome End, or procure feme 
Advantage, fuch as the qualifying ourfelves 
for a good Employment, fupplanting a Ri- 
val, amufing a fuipicious Friend, or raining 
a profcffed Enemy, by folemn Declarations, 
which we neither believe nor intend to per- 
form, or any fuch like Cafe; which may 
pofEbly happen in the Courfe and Bufmefs 
of Life. . . 

THE Fourth is miferaWy perverted from 
its original Defign, being generally fuppofcd 
to be of univerfal Obligation to all Jews and 
Chriftians to keep holy one day in (even. 
Whereas it appears at firft fight to be only a 

poli- 
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political, good-natured Contrivance in favour 
of the laborious Part of Mankind. People o£ 
Quality and Fafliion have no concern in it t 
It was only intended for the Canaille^ for the 
Scrubbs and Drudges of Mankind, as appears 
from the very Letter of the Commandment z 
Six days Jhalt thou labour^ and do all that 
thou hafi to do I but the feventh day^ &c. 
You fee plainly the Command is diredlcd 
only to thoie that labour fix days in the 
Week ) for them only is the feventh day ap- 
pointed to be kept holy, or a day of reft 
itom their Labours, which is determined 
beyond all Contradidlion by thefe Words, 
and do all that thou haft to doy which plainly 
reftrain it to thofe only that hzvt ft>metbing 
to do ; they therefore that have nothing at 
all to doy are no ways concerned in the Com- 
mandment. The cafe is plainly this : They 
who are obliged to labour ftx days m the 
Week, and on each of thefe days have /ome^. 
thing to doy are indulged by this Command- 
ment in having the feventh day allowed them 
for a day of reft. They therefore whofc 
eafy Circumftances exempt them from the 
neceffity of any kind of Labour, fo much 
^ as one Day }n the Year^ who have nothing 

"at 
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at all to do but to eat> drink, and deep, iind 
divert themfclvcs', cannot fairly and con- 
fiilently be fuppofed to have any Concern* 
or be under any Obligation about ir. This 
appears yet plainer from the conimcm and 
vol^r prejudices about the manner of keep* 
ing holy this Sabbath*-day or day of reft * 
which is to go to Churchy to Jay their Prayers^ 
to read the Bible and other religious Books. 
Butthi$ would befb far from making it a day 
of Reft and Refreflbment to many People 
of Rank and Quality, that it would rather 
be the fevereft Penance you could impofe 
upon them. How barbarous and unreafon--* 
able would it be to exped: to fee People of 
Fafhion and Diftind:ion take as much Pains? 
in dreffing to appear at Church among a fet 
of rnifejaWe Sinners^ as in the beft Company 
at the Drawing-Room or the Opera ; and 
all this only to be told of their Faults, and 
put in mind of their Duty ? What an Im- 
pofition would it be upon People of Figure 
and Pleafure to be fet to con over a Set of 
old-faftiioned Prayers which they had learnt 
in the Nurfery, and never thought of fince, 
or to fit fpcUing over the Bible or a Book of 
Devotion for an Hour together, which they 
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could better employ at Hazard, BackgammMi^ 
or Quadrille, or in a Party of Gallantry and 
Pleafure, But to put this Matter beyond 
all doubt* It is plain that this Command<» 
meat was intended only for the labouring 
Part of Mankind, becaufe you find that the 
Cattle are included in the Indulgence, as 
well as their Owners or Drivers ; for if the 
Beafts of the Earth did not reft, how Ihould 
the Beafts of the People ? As the People 
were commanded to reft, it was neceflary 
the Cattle (hould do fo too. If the Horfes 
muft be put to for a Sunday's Journey, 
jfohn muft get up and drive, unlefs bis Ho- 
nour or his Worpip will be fo humble and 
fo good-natur*d as to drive himfelf one Day 
in the Week, and let the Servants go to 
Church. But after all, there is nothing 
more enjoined or implyed in this Command- 
ment than what common Senfe and Necef- 
fity could teach us j for neither Cattle nor 
Servants can work always, they muft of 
neceflity have fome reft ; and therefore there 
feems to have been but little Occafion for a ^ 
Commandment from Heaven in an Afiair 
where common Senfe is a fufficient- Guide. 
Upon the whole, thefe four firft Command- 
ments 
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mcnts feem to be of very little confequence 
to Mankind for the Gondud: of Men of 
Senfe, and Tafte ever was and ever will be 
the &mc, as if theie Commandments had 
been never given. 

THE Fifth Commandment feems as unne- 
ceiOary as the other four, and vtras plainly 
calculated for the Jews, to ferve fomc po- 
litical Purpofes, as appears plainly from the 
Promife of length of Days, or long En- 
joyment of their new Pofleffions. Where- 
as among us it is generally a rule^ that Chil- 
dren of courfe will honour their Parents, if 
they think they deferve it j that is, if they 
provide for them according to their State 
and Condition, if they indulge and gratify 
all their juft and reafonable Defires and In- 
clinations, if they lay no Reftraints upon 
them, nor teaze their tender Ears with dif- 
agreeable Le<3:ures about Religion, Tempe- 
rance, Sobernefs and Chaftity, fuch Parents 
will be fure to be honoured by fuch Children 5 
but thofe that a(3: otherwife are not like to 
receive much Honour from their Children 
in this polite, well-bred Generation, tho' 
• C 2 there 
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there were ten thou£ind Cotirniarndfnents to 
enjoifl it. 

THE Five lafi Commandments lie under 
a general Prejudice, upon a Su^icion of 
Corruption and Interpolation. It has been 
iuipeifted by fotne very fagacioas Criticks, 
that the negative Particle {mt) has by Neg- 
ligence or Defign been inferted into each 
of them, tho* no dired: Proof has been yet 
made of the Fraud. The firft hint that 
was publickly given of this Kind was in an 
accidental Converfation betwixt the DevH 
and the late Dr. TirW^/, as the Story istner^- 
rily told by the Author <if the Apparition. 
And a devilifh unlucky Di(covery it would 
prove, if the thing could be fairly made 
out, and the Interpolation dirc^ftly proved. 
Tho' to fay the tr^ith, the Sufpicion feems 
to have been much ancienter than the afore- 
faid Converfation j for we are told, that in 
the Reign of King Charles the Firft, fome 
bold Printer had the Courage to leave out the 
fufpicious Particle only in one of the Com^ 
mandmcnts, to feel the Pulfe of the People^ 
and fee whether they were ripe for further 
Difcx)veries, and a thocough Refornfttion ; 

and 
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and diat accordingly in a new Edition of 
the Liturgy, the fcventh Commandment 
was printed tfhiB, ^boujhalt commit Adultery. 
But as the poor Devil haj^ened to live in 
«vil Days of Bigotry and Superiftition, un^ 
-der a grave formal Prince, and an old, four, 
morofe ArchbKhop, who had no more tafte 
of Gallantly than Criticifm, he was fevercly 
fwindged, and the whole Impreffion called 
in, to the great Difcouragement of all At- 
tempts of that kind for the &ture. Tho 
many of the polite clever People fcemed fo 
well fiitisfy'd with the new reading, that 
they thought it an excellent Emendation, 
^nd direfted their Conduft accordingly. 
And I cannot but hope that confiderJng the 
great Encouragement that is now publickly 
given for free Debate and Enquiry into thefe 
and fiicb-like foperftitious Frauds, we fhatt 
foon fee this dark Affair fet in a true Light, 
and perhaps it may be thought worth while 
to give pubHck Encouragement to the Learned 
to bend their Thoughts this way, by pro- 
pofing a competent Reward to any that Ihali 
fee aWe to make and publifh a full Difcovery 
of this Corruption and Interpolation, as it 
would contribute to' the quieting of many 

Confciences^ 
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Gonfciences, and promoting and eftablifli-- 
ing an unbounded Liberty in Thought> 
Word and Deed. However, till fuch Dis- 
covery can be niade, let us fuppofe the pre- 
fcnt Reading to be genuine, and then con- 
fider them in their natural Meaning, withi. 
out thofe unreafonabie Interpretations which 
Prejudice and Cuftom feem to have fixed 
upon them. 

THE Sixth Commandment could never be 
intended as an abfblute Prohibition not to 
take away the Life of another, it only for- 
bids that clumfy, butcherly way of murder- 
ing, made ufe of by the vileft and meaneft 
part of Mankind 5 whereas People of rank 
and di(lin£tion, who kill in an honourable 
Gentleman-like way, are no ways concerned 
in this Commandment or affeifted by it. 
This is fo agreeable to the natural Senfe of 
Mankind, that the very fame Action fhall 
be criminal in one Man, and not in ano- 
ther. If one Scoundrel happen to kill ano- 
ther, it is truly and properly called Murder; 
but if a Man of Rank and Figure happen 
to kill aDomeftick orlnfcriour with or with«> 
out PioYOcation, or even an Equal in in ho* 

nourable 
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nourable way, it alters both the Name antl; 
Nature of the Crime, and becomes ho more 
than Man-flaughter : and the Gentlemen of- 
the Sword, who happen to kill their Man - 
ih a genteel way, arc no more guilty oif- 
Murder, than an honeft peaceable Citizen,' 
that kills a Fly or a Spider, or fwaliows an* 
Oyfter alive. 

'THE Seventh Commandment is moft cer- - 
tainly to be underftood with the fame Re- ' 
firifiiions and Limitations as the Sixth, and 
could only be meant to reftrain little People 
within fuch Bounds as are abfolutely necet- 
l^ry for their Rank and Station in Life. 
For if Tradefmen, Artificers and Labourers 
fhould take it in their heads to turn fine 
Gentlemen, and pretend to rnimick their 
Betters, (hould they negledl the Care of their 
Shops and Employments in queft of Gallan-, 
tries, it muft end in an abfolute decay of 
Trade, negled of Bufinefs, aftd the ruin of 
many poor Families, and bring an unfupporta- 
ble Burden upon the Publick. Befides, as 
Affairs of this kind are not to be tranjfaded 
' without very great Expence, Addrefs and 
Application, it cannot be fuppofed that Pee- 
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jjLe of mean Birth^ low Education, and fnmll 
Fortunes, can ever iflanage them in fo po- 
fite and genteel a way as to avoid Difcovery 
and Scandal, or carry it oflF with that intre- 
pid AflVirance as is abfolutely ncceflary for 
People in fach delicate Circumftances. But 
then this cannot be fuppofed to affeA Peo- 
ple of fuperiour Fortune and Quality, 
who have fo much Time and Money upon 
their hands, that they fcarce know how to 
employ it other wife. Now if a Man of 
Quality ftiould condefcend fo low as to be- 
llow the Exuberancy of his Blood and For- 
tune in relieving the Neceffities of fome 
pretty Neighbour, fhould he bcftow a dafh 
of this noble Blood upon a cjeferving Plebeian 
Family, and pay well into the bargain, it 
ought to be confidered as an Honour as'' 
well as an Advantage to the aforcfaid Family^ 
and as a way of mending the Blood and 
Fortune, if not the Morals, of the next 
Generation. And as People of Rank and 
Condition are exempt from the Obligation 
of this Precept, fo by an Argument a for-- 
tioriy are Legiflators and Governours of every 
fort and kind, who are prefumed of courfe 
to be the beft Judges of the Duty and Ne-^ 

ceflity 
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tef&bfiof th^ir Subjeds, and are accou«ta1;^e 
to nobody bat themfelviss. 

THE Eighth Commandment is certainly 
to be under ftood with the fame Reftri6tion6 
and Limitations, which is dire&ly implyed 
in the'very Letter of thePrecept, 7houpal( 
mt fleal. Stealing we all know is the moft 
pitiful, fcoundrel Ad of Injuftice, it inv- 
plies a- mean, iheaking, cowardly way of de« 
frauding one^s Neighbour* Every SciEons- 
I^per fliowa yon with what Contempt and 
Deteftaltioa thofe poor Dt^gs are treated fcr 
ftealing three Silver Spoon^, the Property <jf 
G. W. Innholden value one Pound ten Shil- 
lings i a pair of Breeches and twio Shirts^ 
the Property of jL. C Laboui^cr, value fijc 
Shfflings ; four Sheep, the Property of Af. C 
Efq; value three Pounds itxteen Shilliags ; 
not Md lA^ntion the Hero's bf this Cl^s, the 
Hbrle-ftealers> who are tuck*d up every A(. 
iKzes without Mercy or Pity* But this can 
by no means be thought to extend to tbe 
jnumberlefe Arts ami Branches of Induftr^ 
and Policy, by which People of Rank and 
pijlinftion increafe their Fortunes, and fiipe 
part their State and Figure in the World ; 

D this 
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this woujd be an effe<ftoal way of cutting 
all the Nerves of Induftry at one ftroke, a 
fatal check to all the My fteries of Trade and 
Commerce, and an abfblute Difcouragement 
to all forts of Jobbers, Gamefters, Fortune- 
hunters, and Jockeys, who are the Diredors 
and Managers of all our Parties of Bufine& 
and Divtrfion, and would be an infufFerable 
Refledion upon the Memory of fonie of the 
greateft Men in all Ages, whofe Names are 
tranfmitted to Pofterity under the glorious 
Titles of illuftrious Conquerors, able Mini- 
flers, cunning Statefmen, and confummate 
Politicians, 

THE Ninth Commandment I think as 
iittle liable to Exception as any of them ; but 
y^t I cannot think it amifs if jt were a little 
qualify'd by two or three Exceptions in fa- 
vour of publick Minifters, Courts of Jufticfe, 
and Tea-Tables. There are many weighty 
and political Rcafons for indulging publick 
Minifters in certain Deviation^ from Truth, 
Vhich however criminal they may appear ia 
private Perfons, are in thofe publick Stations 
expedient and rieceflary. Sir Harry JVotton^ 
who was himfelf a foreign AmbaiiEidor, has ^ 

long 
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long ago declared, that lying dextroufly and 
cunningly, and with a good Intention, is 
the chief Bufinefe of foch Minifters. And 
therefore has given us the Definition of an 
Amba0ador in thefe Terms, Legatus eji vir 
bonus f peregri miffus ad mentiendum Reipub^ 
lica caufd. i. c. jin Ambaffador is an honeft 
Man^ fent to lye abroad for the good of bh 
Country. And whatever Reafons can be 
offered in vindication of Ambaifadors for 
lying abroad, may with equal Juflice be 
pleaded for thofe Minifleps who are lying at 
home for the good of their Country,- 
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SO alfo the tedious Delays of Juflice, 
efpecially in Chancery- fu its, are fo notorious 
to the whole Nation^ that it has often been 
found, that by the long* Continuance of the 
Suit, he that gets a Decree in his Favour, 
is often undone before he can obtain it. 
Now where would be the hurt, if fome 
goo4-natur'd Perfon in mere Compaflion to 
both the Suitors, fbould by an officious Falf- 
hood determine the IfTue of the Caufe, and 
ihortea the Suit to the manifefl Advantage 
of them both ? Never tell me that the Acr 
tion is in itfelf unjufl and finful. I deny it. 
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The Aftion is not malum in fe ; any nroipe 
than giving a Coup de grace to a dying Cri- 
minal, which puts him out of his Paiii, 
And tho' the giving luch a mortal Strode 
to a innocent uncondemncd Perfon woi^ld 
be highly cruel, barbarous and wicked, yet 
it is an Adt of Mercy and Charity to the ex- 
piring Malefa<9:or. 

AND as to our Tea-Tables, it is well 

known that Sdandah which is one Species 

of falfc Witnefs, is the Life of thofe little 

polite Aflemblies ; and if they weireconfin'd 

to utter nothing but ftrid: Truth, there 

would be an End of all Conversation, and 

the prettieft Orators in the Circle would 

^row as dull as a Watch- Light, and as in- 

fipid as an old Almanack ^ and after all, 

where is the hurt of making an ingenious 

Story, or embroidering and embellifiiing a 

real Fa<5l, where the Defign is only to di* 

rcdt and inftrud: the Company ? Inventers 

of Fables have always been ranked among 

the wife Men and Philofophers of antient 

Times, nor has it ever been objeded to any 

.of the wife Antients or Moderns, that they 

have made Beafts and Birds^ Ttecs and 

Flowers^ 



^i 
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Flowers, talk like Men of Senfc, for the 
Corrcddon and Inltrudlipn of their Peti- 
ters. 

THE Tenth Commandment y after al that 
has been faid about the reft, fcems pcrfeftly 
needlefs and fuperfluous, and commands dH 
red: Impoffibilities. For fhow me the Man 
that is tied for Life to an ilUnatur'd, four» 
proud, difagreeable Rib, who would not 
vnih to make an exchange for the chearfiil, 
jgood-natur'd, agreeable Spoufe of his Neigh- 
bour ? Who would not wifh to change his 
own old, inconvenient, ruinous Houie for 
a new and convenient one of his Neighbour's ? 
So that a Prohibition of this kind is a di- 
rect Contradidtion to the very Law and Light 
of Nature, which muft in all cafes be con- 
fulted and obey'd as the infallible Rule of 
of our moral and religious Condudt. 

THE Premiiib& tenderly confidered, we 
cannot but hope that care will be taken fo 
to explain, amend or repeal thefe obfoletc 
Statutes, that they nuy no longer give Of- 
fence to People of Rank, Diftindtion and 
Figure, in purfuit of their Intercft or Flea- 

fiires* 
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lures. But if It (hall be thought fit by the 
WiiHom of our Superiours to continue them 
ftill in force, it may be with fuch Reftric- 
tions and Limitations, as not to extend to 
any but ti^e low uneducated Part of Man- 
kind, who have neither Senfe, nor Reaibn» 
nor Politenefs enough to govern and con- 
du<5t themfelves. And if I may be allowed 
the further Liberty of giving my Opinion 
and Advice in the prefent Cafe, I beg leave 
to propoie certain Heads of a Bill tO: be 
offered to the Houfe upon a proper Occa« 
fion, as follows: 



THAT whereas a certam immemorial, 
fuperftitious Practice has prevailed in 
thefe Nations, for certain old Women of 
both Sexes, fuch as Grandmothers, Nurfes, 
Maiden Aunts, School-dames, and Paribus, 
to teach and inflrud: the Children even of 
Proteftant Parents in certain ancient Jewifh 
Laws, commonly called The Ten Command^ 
menu j which faid fuperftitious Praftice, 
notwithftanding the many Attempts which 

from 
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from time to time have been made by cxr^ 
tain judicious and well-meaning Peribns to* 
wgrds a thorough Reformation^ ftill fubfifts 
among us, in defiance of all the natural and 
rdigibus Rights ^hd Privileges of a free Pro- 
teftant People : it has bqen long thought by 
all true Lovers of Liberty; to be almoft an in- 
fiipportable Burden, who therefoi?e wifh and 
hope to be relieved from it by a proper Au- 
thority. But whereas the faid Jewifh LaWs 
and Precepts have been by the Ignorance 
and Superftition of our Forefathers unhap* 
pily incorporated in the Laws of our Coun- 
try, and made a part of our legal Conftitu* 
tion, and cannot without the appearance of 
DifHculty and Danger be entirely repealed ; 
it is therefore thought proper fo to limtt 
and explain their Meaning and Obligation,' 
as in a great meafure to prevent the feverai 
Hardships and Inconveniences ariiing from 
the miilaken Notions and Prejudices about 
them; And whereas it is now univerfally 
agreed and confefled^ that the good of So« 

ciety^ 
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fcicty^ khd the tivil Interefts of Mankind^ 
mc the fole Foundation^ Rule and Meafurct 
of all religious Inftitutiotis^ atid that no. 
thing ought to be deemed to be of reli- 
gious Obligation, but fo far as it cion tributes 
ta that important End. And whereas it ap- 
pears frojai the concurrent Teftimony of all 
Ages, that there have been great Princes, 
mighty Conquerours, able Minifters, cunning 
Politicians, gallant Gommanders, eminent 
Lawyers, wife Magiflirates, skilful l?byfii* 
cians, and .eloquent Preachers, who had 
either never received or utterly renounced 
thefe popukrSuperftitions, and aifled with 
ah apparent Contempt of all ObKgations 
vulgarly fuppofed'to arife from them, we are 
thence induced to believe that the following 
Explanation and Limitations of the feid Pre*- 
cepts will be of Angular Ufe and Benefit 
to the Subjcfts of this Realm^ the Eafe oi 

tender <Jonfciences, and the natural and re^ 
' »• 

ligious Liberties of all his Majefty's loving 

Subjcds. 

THE 



THF Firfi Commandment is a manifcfl^ 
Imppiition upon the natural Rights and Li-^ 
berties of JVlankind. It is confefTqd on al| 
hanfii5> that every true free-born Proteftant 
has a Right to judge freely of all Articles of 
Religion that fliall be propoied for his Belief 
or Pradtice^ and to determine according to 
the kind or degree of Evidence that fhall be 
^^red him $ but if a Man ihall fee na 
more Evidence for one than for five hun- 
dred, or none at all, it will be an extreme 
Hardfhip to require of him any Belief or 
Pradice^ which he upon the beft Evidence 
fhaU judge unreaibnable. 

THE Second is quite an unnec^flary 
Commandment j for if a Man fees no Evi- 

* 

dcnce of a Subftance, he will be little con- 
cerned about the Shadow : and for a Man 
of Senfe to be foUicitous abou( the Pidure^ 
Image or Statue of a Perfon in nuhibus^ 
which he has no Reafon to believe ever did 

E or 
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br could exift in rerum naturd^ \% a Suppo- 
jition too grofs to be admitted. ■ - 

B E it therefore enaaed, Q?r. That 

from, and after the day of 

next enfuing, no Pcrfon or Perfons (hall 
prefume to declare^ affirm^ or teach, by 
Word or Writing, that thefe two Command- 
n:ients are in tfieir own nature of uniyerfal 
Obligation to all fprts of People j but fhall 
freely own, teach and declare, that they 
are points of mere Speculation, of an indif- 
ferent Nature, of which every true Proteftant 
has liberty to judge, pronounce and praftife 
according to the beft Light and Evidence 
that he or fhe fhall have, and no other- 
wife/ 

THE ^ird Commandment^ however in- 
tended forthe Good arid Benefit of Society, 
in which the Good and Benefit of every 
particular M^n^iber of the faid Society is ne- 
ceflarily included, h^s been perverted to cer- 
tain 
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torn fiiperllitious Ufes and Purpofes, as If 
there were an inherent Holinefs in the Sound 
of that Name^ and the very Letters that 
compofe it J fo as that it ought never to be 
mentioned but on certain folemn and infig- 
hificant Occafions, fuch as Prayers, Bene- 
didions, &c. and with certain Marks- and 
Tokens of Reverence and Devotions, which 
are no ways ex:preflcd or implied in the Let- 
ter of the faid Commandment, as interpreted 
by the hdk Criticks and Commentators. One 
of thefe, a celebrated Writer, a great Cri- 
tick, and an excellent Cafuift, has laid dowa 
an infallible Rule of Interpretation in his 
matchlefs Book called, A plain Account of 
the Sacrament^ of the Lor is Supper *, Ihat 
m other Meaning or Interpretation is to be 
put upon the JVords of Scripture ^ but fiich as 
is agreeable to the common Rules of peaking 
upon the like Occafions. Now the Expreffion 
of laymg or doing a thing in vain^ is fo plain 



• 
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and obvious, that no Man even of comm.on 
Scnfe can miftake it It always docs^ .and 
can fignify no more- nor no Icfs, thfji^ tha 
doin^ or faying a thing to no Purpofc, ta. 
no Advantage, to ferve no Intcr^ft, or pro^ 
cure no Good to the Perfon th^ does or 
iays it, or to his Family, Friends and De- 
pendants J and can never incbdc thofc wlw 
never ufe that Name^ but with feme dmA 
Profpe<!a Qjf Intereft and Advantage to thcm-j 
&lv^, which (according to the 6indameR«- 
tal Rule before laid down) is neceflarily in* 

eluded in the Intereft of the Publick, and 
confequently infeparable from it So then 
ht bannpt be faid to take that Name in vain, 
who makes ufe of it by way of Oath, Pro-^ 
mife, AfKrmation, Negation, Declaration, or 
Affertion of any fort or kind, as a Qualifica- 
tion or Means of qbtaining any honoura- 
ble or gainful Poft, Office, /or Employment, 
ccclefiaftical, n)ili&try, or civil, or who makes 
ufe of it to fupplant a Rival, amufe a fuf- 
picious Friend, or ruin a profefledEnemy.^-^ 

Be 



^1 ^^ ^' 

Be it therefore enaaed, That If thetc l?c any, 
Perfpn or Perfons fo'weak and ^uperftUiqpfj^ 
a$ to ujiderftand and pra(flice this Com-* 
mandment acpording to tjhe -vulgar Prf jjudkcs^r 

it ihall be lawful for hira or hef to thiak- 
and aft accordingly, without any. Let, Hin- 
drance or Moleftation from any.PerfonrOf' 
Perfons whatfoever,, but that jthe true and^ 
genuine Senfe and Meaning of the faid^ 
Commandmept be declared to.be a$ if aboyc. 

* • - ■* 

fully recited . and jexplained^ 



t 



THE Fourth Commandment y 'however 

' * * * • , .* . , 

particularly calculated and intehdfed* for die' 
Eafe and Benefit of the lower Part 'o^ Man- 
Idndv has' bem • tiotorioufly pervetted aincl* 
alkufed, to the great Dctrimeflt and'Atinoy- 
ance of feveral excellent and weitdlfppfcd 
Perfons, who h.avp by certain weak and iii- 
pcrftitious Prejudlbes .been diverted frpna at- 
tending to the neceffary Calls of Bufixjefs 
andPicafiire, and fulFered thenifdvies to be 
erottded op for feveral ho'uts together' ih*the 



\ 
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heat of Summer in a greazy Congregation 
of miferable Sinners, which they could have 
fpent more agreeably with a Set of fele<3: 
Friends in a fhady Garden, or a cool Ar- 

* 

bour ; and to fit ftarving and freezing in the 
midfi: of Winter, when a good Fire or a warm 
Bed would have done them quite as much 
good, and been much more agreeable. 
Whereas the Letter of the Commandment 
ihews it plainly to be intended only for the 
Eafe and Benefit of the laborious part of 
Mankind, who are oblig' d to labour .fix 
days in the Week, and do all that they have 
to do ; which plainly fhews that they who 
never labour, and have nothing at all to dp; 
are no way concerned in this Command-^ 
ment.— *- 

BE it therefore enaded. That from and 
after the day of no Perfon 

or Perfons (hall prefume to teach or declare, 
cither by Word or Writing, that this fourth 
Commandment is equally and indifierently 

Ufld. 
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binding and obliging to all forts of Perfons 

of what Rank or Quality focvcr, but to fuch 
and fuch only as arc herein after lpecify'd> 
declared and expreifed $ that is to £iy, all 
Day-labourers, Farmers and their Servants, 
Artificers and Tradefmen, who being ne* 
ceflarily oblig'd to attend the Bufinefs of 
their feveral Profeffions fix days in the 
W eek, ought to reft from their feveral La^ 
hours on the feventh Day; but that the 
Obligation does not extend to People of 
the higheft Rank and Condition^ ifbr to 
any Gentleman who can fupport the Dig- 
nity of his Perfon and Family without any 
Labour or Bufinefs whatfoever, {q as to 
make it neqeffary for him to come to 
Church, or fpend the Day in Prayer and 
Devotion with their Families at hoi3;ie, ex- 
cept where the Great Man of the Parifh 
happens to be the Impropriator of the 
Redtory, and enjoys the whole or any Part 
of the great Tythcs j for it is hereby ex- 
prefsly provided, that every fuch Impropria- 
tor 
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t6t fliall be bound to attend the Service ojf 
the Church,' with as many of his Fanjily as 
can be ibared, every firft Sunday in theMonth> 
as a^n acknp\vledgement, that they hpld aijd 
enjoy the faid Tythes by a fort of religious 
Tentire, as a kind of Ecclefiaftical Fee ; and 
that upon * defauft by Npn-attend!ance, . the 
faid great Tythes fliall immediately revert 

to the Church, and be annexed to the Vi- 

-• • ♦ 

earidge for evet. - And whereas it may pofli- 
bly happen, that certain Ecclefiaftical Per- 
fons may imagine'themfelves entitled to the 
Benefit of this Ad, as Perfons that are ob- 
liged 16 no fort of Labour, that have no 
manner of kind of thing to do for the. 
abovefaid fix days of the Week, it is hereby 
cxprefsly provided and declared, That they 
Ihall attend at leift, if riot perform the Ser- 
vice: of the Church, every' Sunday Morning j 
tmlefs prevented by any necefiary and al- 
lowable Impediment, of which themfelves 
fhall be the fole Judges. And whereas a 
lurtlier Doubt may hereafter arife, how far 

the 



tiie l5oMeftity 6f nobk Families, afid ottierg 
ktcepttd mt df this A6I, may be alleged 
hy it; it is hereby cxprbfely dedared and 
provided) That the Chaplain (if th6re be 
toy) and aill the othfer Ser\^ants out of Li- 
very, with my Lady's Woman, ind her Genji 
tfcwomen Fellow-Seryatrits, are to be confi* 
(lered in a diftindt Capacity, being a fort of 
ifiixta Per/dntiy as People not quite idle, nor 
^ite employed; as People that may be fa:id 
to hate fomc fort <rf Labour, tho' not to 
take mluch pains, who may be &id to have 
ibmething to do> tho^ not a great deal; not 
(d any grea;t piirpofe; The Chaplain there- 
fore, if it appeafl that ht perfornis no Ec- 
fclcfiaffical Office, fiich as reading Prayers, 
of fayiiig Grace in the Family; fhall be ob- 
h^d to itteri^ the Service of the Pariih^ 
fchdrch every Sunday Morping, with as 
<ft*ny of the better fort of Servants as can 
fee f^aNkl from the Service of the Family i 
but thM the Ktafters and Meads of thefe 
I'aiffifitittf^' 4ndr a)!' 6tb^r Peribns^ above-men-^ 

f (ioned 
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tioned and qualify y as this Aft direSs, ^c 

and fhall be at full liberty to fpend that day 
in travellings parties of pleafure^ fmoaking^ 
drinking, gaming^ walking or fleeping, as 
he or fhe fhall think fitj without being ac- 
countable to any Perfon or Perfons whatfb^ 
ever for fo doing : which we cannot help 
thinking to be a jufl and reafonable Induh 
gence to People of Rank and Figure, that 
they may be diflinguifti'd from their Infe- 
riours, who are defigned for nothing higher 
than the Service of God, and their Superiour8« 

THE Fifth Commandment feems to be a 
Precept of a very indifferent nature j for as it 
is certain that no Children of tolerable Senfc 
or good Manners, would refufe to pay due 
honour and Reiped: to fuch Parents as fhall 
appear to defcrveit j fo it is as certain that 
tliey neither will nor can to thofe that do 
not. Which neceflarily implies a Doty in 
all Parents fo to behave towards their Chil- 
dren, as u> dcferve that Honour from them, 

which 
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>;^hlch this Gommandmcnt obliges them to 

pay; ind what are the Terms of this mutual 

Obligation, Nature itfelf feems to determine. 

The State and Condition of young People 

requires that they fhould drefs, convcrfe and 

behave in fuch a manner, as to fhine in all 

publick Aflemblies, and diftinguifli them- 
fdves by an apparent Superiority of Figure, 
Drefs, and Equipage, agreeable to the Superio- 
rity of their Birth, Fortune, or Expedtation : 
On the other hand, the State and Condition 
of Parents, /. e. of Old Men and Old Wo^ 
men^ require nothing but the mere whole- 
fome and cleanly Neceflaries of Life ; That 
they, who are or ought ^o be of courfe ex- 
cluded from the gay Meetings and polite At 
femblies of the Fair, the Witty, and the 
Young, where they only ferve to fppil Sport, 
to damp the Mirth, and lay a Rcftraint up- 
on the Frolicks of the good Company, have 
really no Occafion for any thing, but warm 
Cloathing, and comfortable nourifhing Food, 
Soups, Broths, and Jellies, good Fires, warm 

F 2 Beds, 
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Beds, and a few r^ligioijs Books j Nttlfrfi^ 

itfelf didates that they fcpuld betinjw rcfi^ii 
to the fleirs of thejr Podi?a thqfe j^aperl^ui-* 

ties of Fortune, which they neither wSypit, " 

« 

nor know how to enjoy with Reliih or Per 

gency,-; — ^ 

BE it therefore enafted— , That if any. 
Father or Mother are bleffed with gny Iflije 
Male or Female, who are arrived at thf, 
proper Age of I)e(ire and Difcretion, warn^ 
Inclinations and good Under ftandjngs, whp 
ar? too big to be corre(Sted, and too wjff : 
to be taught s that k to lay. Sons that hay^ 
attaiined to the full Age of fev^nteen of 
eight^n at the moil^ ^nd Daughters to the^ 
Ag^ o^" thirteen or fourteejn at the mofti 
That the faid Fathers and Mothers of fvich 
Children fhaU forthwith refigt^ to the &id 
^Jcirp of their Bodies, «U that Superfluity 
qf Fortut^e, which their kU Heir$ fliall: 
judg9 rfafonaWfi and convenient for them- 
felves, and unneccfTary and bwdwfiimc ta. 

their 



^eir feid Parents. Which reafonable CpQ, 
ikloBi if their (kid Parent fhtXt refufe to, 
comply with, they fl»ll be taught by their- 
Ijud Children, who ^re rcafonably prcfumcd 
to be better Judges than thcmfelves, the 
Abfurdity and Injuftkc of fuch their Corj*- 
dufl: and Behaviour toward their own Off*- 
ipring, by that negligent and contemptuous 
Treatment as fuch Barents may be rcafona-*- 
bly prefumed to deferve from any fenfible, 
polite, well-bred Children, But if any Pa- 
rents (hail be found fo difcreet and indulgent 

as freely and chearfuUy to refign all fuch 
* « ' • * ■ 

pnneceflary Superfluity of Eftates, Jointures, 

Settlements, Pen (ions or Payments whatfo* 
ever, for the Behoof and Benefit of their 
faid hopeful Progeny, that they (hail frora 
thenceforth be entitled to all that HonouTj^ 
Refpe<a'and Efteem, which they may be 
juftly and rcafonably prefumed to deferve, 
according to the full Intent and Meaning of 
this Commandment. 

THE 



(38) 

THE Sixth Commandment^ tho' capabler 
of g very fober and rational Meaning, has 
tieen» like the reft, miferably perverted by a 
Set of cowardly, low-fpiritcd, fuperftitiou* 
Expofitors^ whp make it criminal even in 
yffiti of Spirit and Quality to do Juftice ta 
themfelves and their Charaders^ by puni(b» 
ing the ill IV^anners of ^ny little dirty Pol- 
tron that ihall prefume to affront them, by 
running him thro' the 3ody, heating out 
his BrainS;, or apy otl^er {uch Ways and 
Means as have in aU ^%t% been thought rea^j 
ibnable and reputable, to fecure the Regard 
due to their Rank and Fortune, and chaftife 
the Infotence of their Inferiqurs. Where- 
as it is generally prefumed, that this Com^ 
mandment v(ras only intended to teach the 
lower and uneducated Part of ]^Iankind to. 
be quiet and peaceable in their Behaviour* 
not to be quarrelfbm in their Cups, not 
ttT offer any outragious Afts of Violence to 
the difturbance of their Betters in any po- 
lite 



1 
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I 

iitc Aflembly, where the Little Vulgar are 
too apt to mingle witli the Great ; as at 
Horfe-Races^ Bull-baitings^ Country Faars^ 
Wakes, Feafts, and RevelSj by killing ot 
murdering one another in a rude^ clumfy^ 
paflionate, butcherly Way -*-* 

B E it therefore enaded. That if any Per- 
fon below the Degree of a Gent, bearing 
Coat-Armour for three Descents, of which 

undoub^d Proof (hall be produced out of 
the Herald's Office, under the Seal and Sign 

Manual of King at Arms^ (hall prefume 

to kill or demolifh .any of his Fellow- SubjeOis 
upon any fort Or kind of Provocation what« 
foever, it fhall be deemed a Violation of 
this Qommandment^ and he fhall be efleemed 

guilty of Murder. But if any NoUeman 
or Gentleman^ qualify'd as above dire£faed^ 
fiiall exercife the fame AA of Violence up 
en any Equal or Inferiour^ upon any juft 
and reafonable Provocation, of vrhich he 
bim&lf (hall be tho proper Judge^ it ihaU 

b0 



fie coniiaered only as Man-Jbugbier^ and tl^f 
k be an Inflruftion to all Coroners, to give 
it in chirgc to their ieveral Inquefts to bring 
in their Vcrdidts accordingly-— With si fav- 
iDg Ckufe in favour bf all Officers of the 
Army, who being by their t^rofeflion Gcrf-J 
tlemen of Blood, fliall not be obliged to 
|>rodtice fueh Certificates frdm the ttcralds- 
t)ffice as arc ab^vc raeiitiofied and required •* 
but that a Regi«icntal Coat, aiid a laced Hat 
^dQ>cka^y ^t be to all Intents and Puri 
^ofes eqfuwalent td hch Ctrtificates and 
^eftimoni^Ib rei^uir'd to ht proddccsd 1s4 
6ther^. Always provided, tiiatt thiiCI^ulif 
m :^our of the M\Vmxj OeiuknMn /hsfi 
liy no t&^ik b^ extended to the Officers off 
i^ Milkidy who bdsEg ^ ki^ 6f ^';^ 
F^erfimay htkf civil and half Military, srci 
if (it ofaiiged t6 look fierce,, o^ appear t&il^ 
Ue to tl^if^ peaceable Neighl^iK'st, but dpofli 
the Field of Mufter, oi? on a; Day ©f E^ 
gagenient iit 7othill^Ids^ or asQy adiacenf 
f kua or Field (^ Battle^ oc xxpotk bet% iA* 

terihiipted 
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terrapted in their March thro* the narrow 

Streets and Lanes of this City by fawcy 
Draymen, Hackney-Coachmen, or fuch like 
Impediments; if on the Overflowings of 
thetr martial Fury on fuch Provocations, 
they fhall take it in their heads to kill ei- 
ther Man or Beaft, they fhall, fo foon as 
they are diverted of their Regimental Ter- 
rours and Accoutrements, and fettled in their 
civil State of Trade and Tranquillity, be 
liable to the fame Sentence of Guilt and Pu« 
nifhment as any other of their civil and 
peaceable Fcllow-Subjc<as. 

THE Seventh Commandment^ like the 
reft, could be only intended to fecure and 
promote the Good of the Publick, by pre- 
fcrving the Order of Society, and difcou- 
taging Luxury and Idlenefs among the 
lower Part of the People, who alone need 
or require fuch Reftraints to be laid upon 
them, as not having Senfc, Tafte or Polite- 
ne& enough to direA and govern themielves. 

G Should 
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Should fuch People as thefe give tltettifelve« 
up to Intrigues and Gallantries, the nccef* 
fary Expence, Application and Addrefs that 

fuch Affairs require, would have as fataiatl 

• • , I' • 

Influence upon the Welfare of the Nation, 
as fulfering unqualif/d Perforis "to jpoach 
and dellroy the Game/ urhich ought to be 
preferved for the Pleafure and Plverfion of 
their Betters. It virould tend to impoverifli 

the indttftrious and laborious Part of their 

• - - 

People, by diverting; them from their pro- 
per Employments, would be gread]^ detri- 
mental to our Trade and Manufacture, ruift 

raany Families, and increafe tjie . ISTumber 

■ •• ^ ' . . < . • 

of our Poor, fo as to, be an infupportablc 
Purden to thi Landed Inteceft of this Na* 
tion. . But this ought by no means to be ex- 
tended to People of Figure and. Fortune, 
whofe exuberancy of Blood and Riches ihay 
require fuch Expedients to reduce tliem to 
a foher degree of Mediocrity and Coolners j 
much lefs can it l)e foppofed to affe£t oiir 
"Governours and Siiperiours in Church or 

State, 
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State, who by the nature of their fevcraL 

Offices are prefuoied to be the proper 
Judges of their own or their Peoples Necef-. 
fities, and are obliged to provide for both. 

\ 

. BE it therefore cnadtcd, &c. That if 
from and after the day of 
next cnfaing, any Labourer, Servant, Arti- 
lificer or Tradefman, gr any Perfon under 
the degree . of a Gentleman qualified as a- 

bovediredcd, fliall wantonly and unadvifedly 
{o far negledl the proper Bufinefs of his Pro- 
feffion, and the Cafe' of his Family, as to 
enter into any Intrigues or Familiarities with 
any other Women than Law and Cuftom 
^11 allow ', that is to fay, any married Man 
with any Woman, except his own lawful 
Wife, or any unmarried. Man, with the 
lawful Wife of any other Man ; he fhall be 
deemed guilty of the Breach of this Com^ 
mandment. But it is hereby declared, that 
this Commandment does by no means extend 
to People of Fortune, Rank and Quality, 

G 2 who 
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who may condefcend fo low as to beftow 

the Redundancy of their Blood and Fortune 
to the ennobling the Breed, relieving the 
Neceflities, and raifing the Fortune of a 
clever, deferving, Plebeian Family, or the 
giving and receiving mutual Marks of warm 
Benevolence and AfFedtion to their Equals 
or Superiours 5 efpecially if by fuch Engraft- 
ment or Inoculation the Breed fhbuld hap- 
pen to be mended, and a booby Family, 
that have been Blockheads ever fince the 
Conqueft, fhould vifibly and apparently im- 
prove into a Race of Wits, Smarts, and 
clever Fellows : but more efpecially if mat- 
ters can be fo managed, that the Husband 
can, upon a valuable Conilderation, be 
brought to confent to this Method of im- 
proving the Genius and Fortune of his Fa- 
mily, it being a Maxim of Law and Com-? 
mon Senfe, ihzt Volerai non Jit injuria. 

THE Eighth Commandment appears plain- 
ly, by the very Letter of it, to be intended 

purely 
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purely to difcourage thofe mean, pitiflil, 
ihivcling Rogues, that in a fecrct cowardly 
way cheat and defraud their Neighbours, 
fuch as Robbers of Hen-roofts and Orchards, 
Sheepfteaiers, Horfeftealers, Shoplifters and 
Pickpockets ; but can by no means be fup- 
pofed to afFedl the open, generous, undifr 
guifed Methods, by which Men of Genius 
and Penetration increafc their Fortunes, and 
fupport their Rank and Figure • in the 
World } it could never be intended Men of 
Parts and Induftry, who arc the great Sup- 
ports of Civil Society ; it could never be 
fuppofed to condemn the improving thofe 
Advantages which Men of fuperiour Abili-r 
ties in the feveral States and Profeffions of 
Life have always thought themfelves enti<? 
tied to from the lazy, indolent, undifcern- 
ing, booby part of Mankind^ who want 
Talents to preferve or enjoy thofe Superflui-. 
ties of Fortune, which Men of fuperiour 
Genius want and deferve. Much left can 
it be fuppofed to afFed thofe yrho have the 

good 
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good fortune t,o be the Dire<3:ofs and -Go-r. 
irernourg of ^teat Families, Provinces or 
Kingdoms, who have an: undoubted Hight 
to all fuch Eraoltiments, Profits, .and Ad- 
wantages which they fhall think fit and rea^^ 

ibnable to reward the Labour, AttentioUj^ 
znd Time, which they .are forced to em-* 
ploy in th? difcbarge. of their feyeral <&[* 
iicts and Employ caen ts ^- the good of th^ 
Publick. 

>;>-». • . • . . . 

" » ■■ • a. 

I 

BE it therefore enadtcd, C^c.Thzt if 
from and after, the . day of 
next enfuing, any little pitiful Rogue fhall 
be found filql]ing, ftealiog^ ror felonioufly 
|)urlpining any Sum or Sums of Money^ 
any Piece or Parcel of Gopds,- either dead 
or alive, belonging tq any- other Perfon,^ 
whether Apples, Pears^ Eggs, Poultry, Meat^ 
Drink, or Wearing Apparel, Linnen or 
Woollen Cloth, Sheepi, ,Horfes, or Oxen. 
Fans, Gloves, Ribbons or Pins, or a;iy Piec^ 
or Parcel . of Goods whatfoever. not exceeds 

ing 
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iti^g the valae of ten Poundi i Etery/ fedt 

little Raical fo detected fhall be tieemcd 
guilty of the Breach of this Coioimindinent* 
But it is at thfi fame time exprefsiy provided 
H^nd deciarM, That this fhall not be conftmed 
lo extend to People of higher; Stations of 
Life, nor to thofe greater Articles of Loft 
or G^in which may chance to be in difpuw 
betvreen them> efpecially to the feveral Rank* 
411^ Degrees of iiluftrious'Perfonsconimon 
If ^aJied and known in all polite AiJctftWies 
iyy th^ honourable Title of The KmgiHs^ tf 
tbklj^vfiry. ^ ^tn: ihall it extend . to thofe 
^hbfc&periour Skill in the Myfteries of tbjS 
Law, TtadCj Commerce, or Chunge-AUeyi 
ihall Enable them to raifc Eftates out of the 
.Follies and Su^pe^fluities of their Clieat% 
-Dfealdiis, ^FpielKk or Correfpondents^ becaufe 
tfaey ate thereby feryijog and -promoting the 
Good of Society, by transferring a Property 
in Lands, Goods or Chattels from ^he lazy^ 
ftupid, worthlefs part of Mankind, who 
lafow not how to ufe^ prefervc and enjoy 

them^ 
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thein, and making them circulate for fom^ 
time, till at laft they fettle in the Pofieflion 
of forae notable clever Fellow, whofe Pofte- 
tity may come to be the Ornaments and 
Supports of their Country! Much lefs 
ought it to extend to thofe^ who having 
the fccret Management and Dircdlion of 
any Great Family, Company, Society, Af- 
fembly, Poft, Office or Offices, within 
thefe Realms, fhall fecure to themfelves fuch 
Emoluments, Salaries, Grants, Penfions, Pro- 
fits and Advantages, as have been always 
deemed the juft and reafonable Perquiiites 
of their feveral Pofts and Offices, and which 
the fenfible and judicious Part of Mankind, 
who have been in the fecret of their Affairs, 
cati fcarce think to be a proper and fuffi- 
cient Reward for all the Labour, the Vi- 
gilance, the Attention, the Application and 
Integrity they have exerted in the Courie of 
a long Adminiftration. 

THE 
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THE Nitab Ctmmandment fcems upon, 
a geoeral View to be a very juft and rea- 
fonable Injunftion, for fecuring the Credits 
Reputation, Peace^ and Welfare of private 
Perfpns^ Fao^ilies, and Societies, by difcou*^ 
^f^g^^g ^nd forbidding all falfe EvidencCj^ 
malicious Lyes, abudve Stories, and injuria 
ous Fiftions, that n^ay tend to the Obftrucr- 

A X 

tion of Juftice, the Prejudice of any Man's 
Fortune, the Ruin of his Credit, and the 
Lois of his Character $ but it is thought 
reafonable and advifeable to qualify this ge^ 
neral Prohibition by three Salvo's or Excep- 
tions in favour of publick Minifters, Courts 
of Juftipe, and Tea-Table*. 

BE it therefore cnaded. That from and 
^ter the day of next en^ 

filing, noPerfon or Perfons fhall pi^fume 
to bcaj: falfe Witneft, or give falfe Evidencp 
before any of his Majeily's Juftices of the 
Peace, either in their Petty or Quarter- 

H Seffions, 



Seffions, in any Caufe or Matter whatf<> 
eyer, to the Obftruftion or Delay of Juftice, 
to the Prejudice of any Party to the fcveral 
Suits that may from time to time b^ brought 
bfejfore^ them. Nor fhall it be lawful for any 
Perfonor Perfons to contrive, utter or pub- 

liih * malicious Lyies, officious Falflioods, ot 
urijud Refleftioiis; upon any Perfon or Per- 
fons, to' the Prejudice of their Credit, the 
Lpfs of their Charafters, the Grief and Diii- 
4ukt Qi their Minds, or any others kind op 
degree of Lofs of Sunbring whatfoever, fcv- 
ing and excepting ftich Pcrfpns and Cafes as 
arc' herein after excepted. That is to fay, 

I . . . * • 

I, THAT this Gommand fliall not bo 
deemed to extend to Court-Favourites, Royal 
Minions, Firft . Minifters, Secretaries of 
S tate, Privy-Counfellors, Decyphercrs, Spie^ 
Pimpsf, and Informers, nor to their ieyeral 
Officers, Servants and Domefticks, who by 
their Places and Stations may reafonably be 
prefumed to be in the Intcreft and fccrcis 
'"•'■' ■ of 
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k£ their refpeftlve M^^fters and Spperipurs j 
who cduld not daly difcharge the Dutieis of 
thctir fevcfal. St^tipns^ if they were ta be 

% 

confined to the ftrifteft Rules of Truth arp4 

Sincerity J On the qther. hand, it appears 
that political Falfhoods have in all Ages 
been found to be of Angular Ufe and Bene^ 
fit to Kihgs afld Princes as well as to their 
•Countrys ahdSubjedls; fuch asf the diigracing 
End remdvjng cdrrapt Minifters, and getting 
the Adminifbratioji into.clciancr hands, k<bep>- 
ing out of the Royal Prefdnce and Fk^our 
fueh Ferf(M8 as woold gertainly make a cot^ 
rapt ufe of it i . the IttpplantiAg Rivals and 
Competitors for Pofts of Honour and Truft 
about their Roy al Mafter ; the aftain tlngand 
deinolifhing a dangcrouS: oVer»grt)wn Sulv 
jc&j in order to prevent his doing mifchlef, 
and getting his great Eftates and Riches di- 
vided amongf]^ d Nurbber of honeft Gen- 
tlemen, who fperfd their whole Tiifee- and 
ftJtert aH their Fiacalties; iix tKe Service' of 
their King ahd Cotintry; Now as all thefe 

H a Fidions/ 
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Fiaions, Inventions and Falfhoods were en* 
tirely calculated for the Benefit and Good 
of Society, dicy have not the Form and 
Effence of Lying, but are to ber confiderod 
under the Notions of Feints and Stratagems 
in War: Dolus nn wrtus quis in hofle re'- 
quirit f Laftljr/ it appears plainly from 
Hiftory, that they have more than .oncre 
been of excellent Ufe in promoting and pro- 
curing the unfpeakaWe Bleffing of glorious 
-and happy Revolutions in many: Kingdoms 
and Countries, beiides many other excellent 
and uieful Purpofes, too long, and too nizny 

-to be particularly. enutiierated, 

.- » , 

'2, THAT this^ihall not cictcnd to any 
of hfe Majefty's Courts in WeJlmin^er-^RaU^ 
v^here an Evidence literally and materiallfir 
falfe, mky jret be intmtionally and foralaUy 
gobd^' and anfwor all the Uies and Pqrpo&s 
of Juftice^ Trtjth and Charity, by . deter* 
mining-and finifliitig a t^i0u$i piipenfivc 
Suit, that woul^ o^^wiie infallibly termi* 

^ natc 
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nate in the Ruin of both Parties ; 'and ndt- 

Mrithftanding all Appearance of Injuflice and 
Cruelty, may he m its Confcqucnces as great 
aiirAdt of Mercy as giving SiCoufi d€ graci 
to a dying Malefador, which (hortens his 
Agonies^ and at oiice puts him out of his 
Pain* 



3. THIS (hall not be ejctended in its 
«s:treme Rigour to thofe little polite Aflem- 
•blies called T^ea-^dbki 5 bccaufe if they wcnc 
ftridtly confined to the Words of Truth and 
Sobernefs, and forbid thofe little Flights^ 
Bxcurfions and Deviations ^om Tnitk^ 
which generally enliven and brighten die 
Audience, the Conyerfatibn would quickly 
grow flat and infipid, and the prettieft Ora- 
tors in the Circle would be infeniibly de- 
prived of the Benefit and 'Freedom of 
Speech. And as it is univerfally known and 
acknowledged^ that the Bear AngeU have 
no Gall nor Malice at heart, ho Spleen, Jea^ 
;ioftfies^ Emutattons^ CompetitioiUfl or Envy 
- '^ againil. 
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againft the reft of their Sex, but only ilttef 
the Overflowings of their good Senfe, good 
Nature, and Zeal for Virtufe ; therefore it 
any very pretty Creatufe fhould^ whilft flift 
is cooling her Dlfh,* or dout^iisg her Bread 
and Butter, let fell any Word or Eiprefljoh 
that has the appearance of Invedtive or Si- 
tyr, any Fling, Flirt, Hint or Innuendo that 
may feem to expofe or ridicule the Shape; 
Air^MieUy Complexion, Drefs, goodSenfe or 
Gondud of any of her pretty Fellow-Crea- 
tures, in all fuch caies they muft and ought 
and (hall be indulged in fuch innocent li- 
berties, which arc apparently intended only 
to divert ahd inftrud the Company, and 
difplay their ovra good Tafte, Wit and 
Eloquence, in oppofit;ion to the falfcTaite, 
the ill Manners, the Follies and Vites of 
the reft of thwr Sex, 

THE T^entb Cmmandinent appears to be 
quite unreafonable, if not labfolutdy im- 
practicable^ being a diredt </ Cofitradi^£ti6n 

« to/ 
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U to the great and fundamental Article oP 
^f natural ?.eUgion, which is TO FOL- 
'^ LOW NATURE, i.e. thofc Incli, 
•^ nations, Propenfions and Defires, which 
*f the Author of our Nature has implanted 
^* in us, in order to determine our Qon- 
* * dufl: and Behaviour s for to be furc he 
f* would never have planted thofe Inclina-* 
^^ tions in us, if he had not defigned we 
^f fhould gratify them -, it being utterly in-^ 
*^ confiftent with his Wifdom and Good* 
'f nefs to give us Appetites and Defires^ for 
^' no other End but that we fhould check 

?* and reftrain them *.'* Now fet us put 
the cafe that a Man has no Wife of his own, 
and can find no agreeable Female that he 
coufld like to make his Gompabion for Life^ 
or fiippoie him to be already^ yoaked to a 
four, difagreeable, ill-natur'd Creature, that 
has extinguifli'd the very Sparks of conjugal 
AiFedion : and that he fees his Friend or 



J Principles of Deifm fct in a true Light, ^^^44* 
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his Ncighbdur happy in th^ Enjoymcm of 

a beautiful/ tender^ len^ble, good-natur'd * 
Spoufe, is it not natural for fuch a Perfon 
to wi{k at. leaiL that he could make an Ex^ 
change, or fliare in the Happinefs of his 
Neighbour ? . Is it not natural for him to wifh 
himfclf in: his Neighbour's Condition ? Is 
any thing more common or more natural 
than to heir People wifliing they had fiich 
9 cbafcning Woman,, fuch a fipe Houfc, fiich 
a jMretty EAzts, fuch a beautiful Horfe of 
Set of HorjCes, Plate or China^ ^; tk^t mbody 
were the wurfif for it. This i^ a righteous 
Ikving^Q^uie^ ^d takes away all the Ini^ 
Quity ai)i4 Injci^ce that can be fuppo£ed in 
ihe A4I of ;p^9ting <»^ deiiring any kind or 
manner of /thi^ that is the Pofleilion of 
Property of aDotber. No 0Mi|ncr of Quef- 
tion can be Aiad^> that if I like any other 
Map -s Eftat^i Houfc, Goods or Chattels, 
and lie cgnfeat to part with them for a va- 
luable Confideration, it is confiflent with 
the n^pil: rigid Notions of commutative 

Juftice, 
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Jufticc, that I have a legal Intereft, Right 
and Title to the faid Eftate, Houfe^ Goods 
and Chattels, fo conveyed to me by their 
trae and lawful Owner. But in the cafe of 
a Wife, the Right is ftill clearer, arid the 
Title more unexceptionable ; for if any one 

Man take it in his head to covet or be in 
love with another Man's Wife, and theHuC- 
band of the laid Wife think it reafonable 
for certain valuable Confiderations to tranf- 
fef the Ufe at leaft, if not the Property of 
his faid Wife, to the Perfon fo bargaining, 
covenanting and purchafing the &me ; and 
if the fcid Wife be conGdered as a Party 
willing and confenting to the faid Deed of 
Bargain, Sale, Loan, Gift, or Exchange, 
you have then clearly three Parties to the 
Deed ; whereas in the other Cafes above- 
mentioned, you could have but two. Upon 
thefe Confiderations, 

B E it therefore enaded. That from and 
after the day of next cn- 

' I fuing. 
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fulng, no Perfon or ferfonSj of what Rank," 
Quality or Degree foever, ihall prefume to 
attempt, by Fraud orViolcnpe, to take, hojd 
or enjoy any Man's Wife, Houfe, Servants, 
Cattle, or any manner or kiqd pf Propprty 
whatfoever, unlefs by mutual Contra^, 
Agreement, Bargain or Sale, the Ufe or P^o- 

■ 

perty of the faid valuable Goods, Chattels, 
Eftates or Commodities be fairly transferred 
from the one to the other ; and fhat upon 

fuch Contrad, fairly and legally ijiade ai^d 
executed, a Man fhall be deemed to have 
the fame Right and Title to the Ufe, Occu- 
pation, Enjoyment or Pofleffion of the faid 
valuable Goods^ Eftates and Commodities as 
the former Owner or Poflcffor yras ev^r 
conceived to have, or could pofSbly f onvey 
to another. 



AND for the better and more cffedual 
Publication and Obfervance of the feveral 
Articles and Matters enjoined and command- 
ed by this Ad, it is hereby further provided 

and 
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and enadcd, Tlwt from and ?tftcr the 

day of next cnfuing. This Aft 

fliall be coniidered and regarded as a legal 
and Parliamentary Expofition of the faid 
Ten Commandments^ ZT\d that ^U l^arfoi^s 
.Vicars and Curates, in their Expofitions of 
the Church Catechifna, commonly fo called, 
do on every fuch Occafion make the afore^ 
ifaid Declaration with a diflindt and audible 
Voice, repeating the lame three feveral times, 
^nd forafmuch as People of Rank and Fi- 
gure, who by the Indulgence of this A6t 
are excufed from attending the Service of 
the Church, may pofliWy through Forgct- 
fulnefs or Prejudices of Education, relapfe 
into the old Superftition, it is further pro- 
vided that it be an Inftrudion to the feveral 
Clerks of the Peace in every County in 
Great Britain^ that this A(ft be read by the 
Cryer of the Court at every Quarter-^flions, 
that all Gentlemen there pre&nt may be 
duly apprized of the many Privileges and 

Ex- 
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Exemptions to which they arc entitled bf 
the Benefit of this A&. ' 

AND for the further Security and Enforce- 

ineht of the feveral Articles and Matters con- 

tained in this Ad, it is further provided and 

' CDJoiticd, - That from and after the Day 

• and Month abovefaid no Printer, Publifher, 
Bookfeller, JE^amphletfeller, Hawker or Fed- 

• ler, or any other Perfon or Perfons whatfo- 
cver, fhall prefume to print, publifb, vend, 
fell, or fet to falc any Edition of the faid 
Teh Commandments J in any Volume, Form, 

•^ Shape, or Manner whatfoever, without ha- 
' ving this A'dt printed, and bound yp toge- 
ther with them, under the Penalty of five 
Pound for every fuch Offence. 



YOU fee, Sir, by this rough Draught, the 
Nature and Defign of this Propofal, in 
which, if our Reprefentatives (hall difcovdr 
nothing, but what is highly reafonable and 

expedient 
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cjcpcdient for the Welfare of the Publick, 
I cannot but hope for their favourijjle At- 
tention J and I cannot doubt, but that 
there will be found proper Perfons cnwgb, 
who iball be both willing and able to pre« 
pare and bring in the fiud Bill. 

Jam, 

SJR, 

Tour Faithful 

ffumkle Servant 
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